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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election without traverse of Group I, Species I in the reply filed on 
July 24, 2006 is acknowledged. 

Notice of Amendment 

In response to the amendment filed on July 24, 2006, amended claim 67 and 
new claims 68-93 are acknowledged. The following new grounds of rejection are set 
forth: 

Claim Objections 

Claim 69 is objected to because of the following informalities: the claim refers to 
"at least one lumen" which was amended to read "at least top lumens" in independent 
claim 67. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 67-93 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,800,056 Tartaglia et al. 
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In regards to claims 67-68, 85, 87-89 and 92-93, Tartaglia et al. disclose an 
endoluminal apparatus comprising: an elongated main body 21 having a proximal end, 
a distal end and at least two lumens extending through the main body (see Figs. 4a-c), 
the main body having at least a first section 28 near the proximal end and a second 
section 26 near the distal end, wherein the first section may be selectively switched 
between a substantially flexible condition and a substantially rigid condition (see Cols. 
2-3), wherein the second section is steerable relative to the first section (see Col. 8, 
Lines 28-35), and wherein at least one of the sections is comprised of a plurality of 
adjacent links 30. 

In regards to claim 69, Tartaglia et al. disclose an endoluminal apparatus, 
comprises an atraumatic tip having at least one opening corresponding to the at least 
one lumen (see Fig. 2). 

In regards to claims 70 and 86, Tartaglia et al. disclose an endoluminal 
apparatus, wherein the first and/or second sections may be independently switched 
between a flexible state and a substantially rigid state (see Cols. 2-3). 

In regards to claims 71-74, Tartaglia et al. disclose an endoluminal apparatus, 
with the first section or the second section, or both, comprising a plurality of adjacent 
links, and with substantially each link in the first section configured to allow partial 
rotation relative to adjacent links and with the links arranged so that the first section can 
bend in at least two dimensions (see Figs. 2, 8a-b and 9a-c). 

In regards to claim 75, Tartaglia et al. disclose an endoluminal apparatus, 
further comprising at least one tensioning element routed through the elongated main 
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body, wherein compression of the plurality of adjacent links against one another relative 
to the tensioning element places at least one of the sections into the substantially rigid 
condition (see Col. 7, Lines 50-67). 

In regards to claims 76-79, Tartaglia et al. disclose an endoluminal apparatus, 
further comprising at least two liners extending along a length of the elongated main 
body (see Figs. 2 and 4a-c). 

In regards to claims 80-83, Tartaglia et al. disclose an endoluminal apparatus, 
further comprising an endoscope extendable through the main body (see Col. 7, Lines 
18-50; Figs. 2-3 and 4a-c). 

In regards to claims 84, Tartaglia et al. disclose an endoluminal apparatus, 
further comprising a Y-port located along the first section, wherein the Y-port is in 
communication with at least one lumen extending through the elongated main body 
(See Fig. 2). 

In regards to claims 90-91, Tartaglia et al. disclose an endoluminal apparatus, 
with substantially each first link having a contoured front surface adapted to engage with 
a contoured back surface of an adjacent first link (see Figs. 2, 8a-b and 9a-c). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew J. Kasztejna whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6086. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 8:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Linda CM. Dvorak can be reached on (571) 272-4764. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. ^^7\ 



MJK ^ 




-^uNDA C. M. DVORAK 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
GROUP 3700 



9/27/06 



